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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, IR, AF 

SUBJECT: WIDESPREAD RUMORS CIRCULATE IN KABUL THAT IRAN'S 
SHAH KILLED IN COUP 

1 . RUMORS IN KABUL BEGINNING LATE AFTERNOON JUNE 5TH HAVE 
PERSISTED AND MULTIPLIED THROUGHOUT TODAY(JUNE 6TH) THAT SHAH 
OF IRAN HAS BEEN KILLED IN A COUP OF UNKNOWN POLITICAL COLORATION. 
VIRTUALLY THE ENTIRE POPULATION OF KABUL IS TALKING ABOUT AND 
MANY APPARENTLY BELIEVE THESE RUMORS. THOUSANDS OF KABUL 
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS WERE OBSERVED BY AN AFGHAN FSL JOYFULLY 
SHARING THIS "NEWS." STORY IS SO WIDESPREAD THAT EVEN DENIZENS 
OF OLD BAZAAR ARE REPEATING IT. 
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2. ANOTHER FSL REPORTED THAT AT 1345 AFGHAN TIME JUNE 6, 

A VOICE INTERRUPTED NORMAL BROADCAST FROM TEHRAN AND EXCLAIMED, 
"IT IS ALL OVER IN IRAN. STOP EVERYTING." THEN BROADCASTING FROM 
TEHRAN AUDIBLE IN AFGHANISTAN CEASED UNTIL ABOUT 1630 LOCAL 
TIME. SUBSEQUENT BROADCASTS FROM RADIO MESHED (AS RECENTLY AS 
1900 HOURS). IMPLYING THAT ALL IS NORMAL, HAVE BEEN HEARD 
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HERE. ONE OTHER UNCONFIRMED REPORT SUBSEQUENTLY STATED THAT A 
1730 BROADCAST FROM TEHRAN ANNOUNCED THAT THE SHAH WAS DEAD, 
REBELS ARE IN CONTROL, AND THAT "NO ONE SHOULD RESIST." 

3. LATE IN THE AFTERNOON OF JUNE 6 THE IRANIAN DCM CLAIMED 
EVERYTHING WAS NORMAL IN HIS COUNTRY AND THAT IRANIAN RADIO 
WAS OPERATING AS USUAL. 

4. AT 1900, BBC'S PERSIAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM ANNOUNCED "RIOTING 
ALL OVER IRAN." 

5. AT 1945 HOURS, OUR FSL RADIO SPECIALIST HEARD WHAT HE REGARDS 
AS A "MOBILE TRANSMITTER," PURPORTING TO BE RADIO TEHRAN, 
ANNOUNCING THAT THE SHAH AND HIS FAMILY ARE DEAD. 

6. COMMENT: PERVASIVENESS OF THESE STORIES IN KABUL PROMPT US 
TO REPORT THEM, EVEN THOUGH KABUL SINCE APRIL 27 HAS BEEN AN 
EXTREMELY FERTILE FIELD FOR UNFOUNDED RUMORS. NEVERTHELESS, 
THIS FLOOD OF RUMORS DOES REFLECT CURRENT THINKING IN KABUL. 
ELIOT 
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